
Ve
rb

 T
en

se
s

Ve
rb

 T
en

se
s

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 is

 
pl

an
ne

d 
to

 t
ak

e 
pl

ac
e 

in
 t

he
 

fu
tu

re
.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

ha
pp

en
in

g 
fo

r 
a 

le
ng

th
 o

f t
im

e.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 

w
ill

 b
e 

fin
is

he
d 

be
fo

re
 a

no
th

er
 

ac
tio

n 
ta

ke
s 

pl
ac

e.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 

ha
pp

en
s 

ov
er

 t
im

e 
be

fo
re

 
an

ot
he

r 
fu

tu
re

 a
ct

io
n 

ta
ke

s 
pl

ac
e.

I 
w

ill
 p

la
y 

te
nn

is
.

pa
st

pr
es

en
t

fu
tu

re

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

 r
ep

ea
te

d 
ac

tio
n.

I 
pl

ay
 t

en
ni

s.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 is

 
no

w
 c

om
pl

et
e.

I 
pl

ay
ed

 t
en

ni
s.

si
m

pl
e

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 is
 

ha
pp

en
in

g 
no

w
.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 

ha
pp

en
ed

 in
 t

he
 p

as
t 

ov
er

 a
 

le
ng

th
 o

f t
im

e.
co

nt
in

uo
us

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 h
as

 
ha

pp
en

ed
.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 h
ad

 
ha

pp
en

ed
 b

ef
or

e 
an

ot
he

r 
ac

tio
n 

to
ok

 p
la

ce
.

pe
rf

ec
t

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 h
as

 
st

ar
te

d 
in

 t
he

 p
as

t 
an

d 
is

 
co

nt
in

ui
ng

.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

th
at

 h
ad

 
be

en
 h

ap
pe

ni
ng

 b
ef

or
e 

an
ot

he
r 
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tio

n.
pe
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ec

t 
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nt
in
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I 
w

ill
 b

e 
pl

ay
in

g 
te

nn
is

.

I 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

pl
ay

ed
 t

en
ni

s.

I 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

be
en

 p
la

yi
ng

 
te

nn
is

.

I 
am

 p
la

yi
ng

 t
en

ni
s.

I 
ha

ve
 p

la
ye

d 
te

nn
is

.

I 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

pl
ay

in
g 

te
nn

is
.

I 
w

as
 p

la
yi

ng
 t

en
ni

s.

I 
ha

d 
pl

ay
ed

 t
en

ni
s.

I 
ha

d 
be

en
 p

la
yi

ng
 t

en
ni

s.
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Verb TensesVerb Tenses

simple
I

You
We

They
He
She
It

played tennis.

I
You
We

They 

play

tennis.
He
She
It 

plays

I
You
We

They
He
She
It

will play tennis.

past

present

future

Describes an action 
that is now complete.

Describes a repeated 
action.

Describes an action 
that is planned to take 
place in the future. 
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Verb TensesVerb Tenses

continuous

I
You
We

They
He
She
It

will be 
playing tennis.

past

present

future

Describes an action 
that happened in the 
past over a length of 
time.

Describes an action 
that is happening now.

Describes an action 
that will be happening 
for a length of time.

I am playing

tennis.

You
We

They
are playing

He
She
It

is playing

I
He
She
It 

was 
playing

tennis.
You 
We 

They

were 
playing
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Verb TensesVerb Tenses

perfect

I
You
We

They
He
She
It

will have 
played tennis.

past

present

future

Describes an action 
that had happened 
before another action 
took place.

Describes an action 
that has happened.

Describes an action 
that will be finished 
before another action 
takes place.

I
You
We

They 
He
She
It 

had played tennis.

I
You
We

They 

have 
played

tennis.
He
She
It 

has played
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Verb TensesVerb Tenses

perfect continuous

I
You
We

They
He
She
It

will have  
been 

playing
tennis.

past

present

future

Describes an action 
that had been 
happening before 
another action.

Describes an action 
that has started in the 
past and is continuing.

Describes an action 
that happens over time 
before another future 
action takes place.

I
You
We

They 
He
She
It 

had been 
playing tennis.

I
You
We

They 

have been 
playing

tennis.
He
She
It 

has been 
playing
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